THE   SHORT   STORY
mits suicide in order to avoid this final degradation and to provide
insurance money for his aging wife. His executive at the factory
expresses regret, but orders are orders, production costs must be
kept down, schedules fulfilled, and at least the old man is now a
problem for the city morgue instead of for the factory executive. A
new man is to be put on machine Twenty-nine, and he will probably
be crippled as his predecessors have been. The story is told in an
impressionistic manner, and while this method has often been used
ineffectively in America, in this case it is handled with nothing short
of brilliance. Under headings chronicling the time of day, the
incidents are etched in revealing dialogue and with a few hasty but
telling strokes of descriptions, so that there is scarcely a wasted word
in the story. And the social implications are revealed through human
terms and come to us as inevitable potentialities of the situation
rather than the obverse.
In his story, "Kneel to the Rising Sun," Erskine Caldwell proceeds
on a fresh track. In the most effective of his earlier stories, he had
succeeded in presenting to us the feeling, the gusto, the burlesque,
and the grim tragedy in the lives of the milieu he writes about. In
this story he states a social problem in the terms and lives of similar
characters. Briefly, the problem is that of the sharecroppers in their
relationship with their exploiters and the social system of which
both they and their exploiters are a part. The principal characters
are Clem, a Negro sharecropper with will, courage, and an inde-
pendent spirit; Lonnie, a white sharecropper who has been reduced
by poverty to a state of abjectness and who is made craven by sub-
servience to the sentiments expressed in the ideology of his ex-
ploiters. Their common landlord is Arch, another Erskine Caldwell
character, whose quirk of character, or hobby, is that of cutting off
the tails of dogs and saving them in a large trunk. Arch has been
waiting for years for an opportunity to "get" Clem, who is a "bad
nigger." Arch keeps his sharecroppers on a starvation diet. Driven
by hunger, Lonnie's blind father wanders off at night in search of
food, falls into the hog trough, and is killed by the hogs. Clem
assists Lonnie in searching for the father, and after his body is
found, Lonnie, at Clem's insistence, awakens Arch. There is a
resultant argument between Arch and Clem, with Lonnie as a
quaking spectator. Clem defends himself from attack, and this
defence gives Arch his opportunity. He rushes off to summon a
lynch mob. Clem explains to Lonnie that he can escape if Lonnie
will aid him. Lonnie cannot make up his mind. When the lynch
mob arrives, Lonnie betrays his potential comrade, and the lynch
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